
64th ITM Colloquium - Understanding the Global Landscape of Disease Burden in the Context of Climate Change 

 

 

 

 

Assessing Policies for a Climate-Resilient Health Systems in Guyana: A 

Comprehensive Mixed-Methods Study 

Cecil Boston 

 

The study sought to critically evaluate Guyana's policies, from 2003-2023, for a climate-resilient health sector 

using a mixed-methods case study. Data was gathered through stakeholder engagement, literature review, 

quantitative surveys, semi-structured interviews, and situational analyses. The analysis utilised the WHO 

Operational Framework and provided a situational analysis of health system policy responses to climate change. 

The results showed multiple policies addressed climate change impacts on health, including the National Health 

Plan, Country Cooperation Strategy, and Climate Change Resilience Strategy and Action Plan. These proposed 

interventions like improved occupational safety, disaster preparedness, and vector control. However, 

implementation was hindered by limited resources, coordination issues, and the evolving nature of climate 

change policies, rendering progress incomplete to embryonic. Despite these challenges, Guyana's 2023 budget 

shows its commitment to health impact mitigation with significant investments. The study also identified a 

knowledge-action gap, with respondents unaware of the specific health impacts of climate change or response 

initiatives, highlighting the need for better awareness. The findings, mapped to the WHO Operational 

Framework, noted leadership, governance, financing, and workforce issues. In conclusion, despite proactive 

strategies, implementation is hindered by resources, poor coordination, and knowledgeaction gaps. Future 

studies should focus on financing mitigation efforts locally and effectively using potential oil industry revenue. 

The study calls for continuous critical assessments of climate change policies. 
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